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  Chief of Police, City of Fargo
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  Director, North Dakota State & Local Intelligence Center

Darin Hanson

  Director, Homeland Security Division at NDDES
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July 14, 2023



Chronology-Mohamad Barakat
1986: Born in Syria

2011: Dentist in Syria

2012:  Enters U.S. via Syrian passport, files asylum application and resides in Fargo

2013-2018:  Granted asylum and works as a dental assistant in MN

2/2021: Unable to pass certification test to be a dentist, turns to over the road truck 
driving



Chronology-Mohamad Barakat

7/2021: FBI Guardian referral re:  concerns re:  firearms/ammunition & mental stability; 
possibly a future mass shooter and dislike of the LGBTQ community.
◦ investigated and all legal, no actionable conduct, FBI concurs

12/2021: U.S. Naturalized Citizen

9/2022:  Fire at his apartment in Fargo, leads to police contact re:  firearms/ammunition, 
investigated and all legal; he moves out of apartment to another Fargo location

6/2023:  Fired from trucking job after on-duty crash; ongoing mental health and relational 
issues

7/9-7/13/23:  Computer searches re: unemployed, suicide, mass shootings, upcoming Fargo 
events



Chronology-
Officer-Involved Critical Incident
7/14/23: Officer Jake Wallin starts his shift @ 6am w/Police Training Officer Zachary Robinson

2:42pm: Accident occurs at 9th Ave. S & 25th St. S

2:49pm: Police Training Officer Andrew Dotas &his trainee Officer Tyler Hawes arrive and 
request assistance, Jake & Zach respond

2:53pm-3:01pm: Barakat is driving around area, stopping intermittently and ultimately parks @ 
825 25th St. S
 This location is elevated from the street in which the officers and a civilian are investigating the accident

 The second car involved with multiple occupants, unwittingly parks next to Barakat’s vehicle

3:04pm: As Officer’s Dotas, Hawes, and Wallin approach second vehicle, Barakat opens fire 
striking all three officers and then exits car shooting civilian
 Officer Robinson engages from the roadway, approximately 70 feet away and ultimately stops the threat after a 2 minute gun battle.

 Officer Wallin gets off one shot before being fatally struck.
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Drug Threat in ND

50% Marijuana

29% 
Meth/Amphetamines

9.8% Narcotics

2022 Cases by Drug Type

ND Drug 
Overdose 
Deaths

2019 – 76

2020 – 115

2021 – 132*

2022 – 132*

2023 – 56*
*Preliminary Data
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Fentanyl –Fargo Through 8/31/23
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Fentanyl --Fargo
DAY OF THE WEEK LOCATION TYPE



Fentanyl --Fargo



Fentanyl --Fargo



Fentanyl --Fargo



Available State Resources
(Don’t Forget About Your Local Resources)

• Site Assistance Visits

• Special Event Threat Assessments

• Unclassified Intelligence Products

• Foreign Travel Briefings

• 24/7 Watch Center & Online Threat Monitoring
• Developing a real time common operating picture platform

• State Homeland Security Grant, Non-profit Security Grant, State & Local Cybersecurity 
Grant
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